
Toronto's newest • • •

Meeting Place
Toronto Mayor Art Eggleton and Ses
quicentennial Chairman David Garrick
were among more than 150 guests
attending the official ceremony of the
unveiling of a unique sculpture commis
sioned by Crown Life for One-Sixty
Bloor Street East.

The unveiling took place on Tuesday,
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May 22, under cloudless skies. Robert
A. Bandeen, Chairman and President,
and Mayor Eggleton shared the spot
light by officially cutting the ribbon
a gigantic blue bow.

Although it will stand at the entrance
to One-Sixty and, in the minds of many
who worked on it, continued
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will continue to be associated with
Crown Life, Meeting Place will
belong to the City of Toronto - a
gift from Crown Life on the occa
sion of Toronto's Sesquicentennial.

Mayor Eggleton told those as
sembled for the ceremony that
the gift was a demonstration of
"corporate pride in the com
munity", and added it was an
especially appropriate gift in
Toronto's sesquicentennial year.

Garrick said that while various
special events will exist only in
memory after Toronto's year of
celebration is over, Crown's con
tribution "leaves a legacy that
will survive".

In a short speech to the guests,
Bandeen said that in view of Crown
Life's long association with the
area, the company continues to
explore ways in which tangible
contributions can be made to the
quality of life of the community.
"With the completion of the new
office complex at One-Sixty Bloor
Street East tied so closely with
Toronto's Sesquicentennial Cele
brations, we searched for a way in
which Crown Life could play a
part in those celebrations."
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As a result, Bandeen said, the
company commissioned a major
work of sculpture for the site by
well-known Toronto artist, Kosso
Eloul. He said that Mr. Eloul's
works grace numerous buildings
and public spaces across Canada.

Meeting Place, Eloul's sixteen
foot, five-ton stainless steel
sculpture, has been close to a year
in development. Eloul was one of
an initial list of 16artists who took
part in a sculpture competition
for One-Sixty Bloor.

"Basically, I tried to say two
things with this sculpture," ex
plains Eloul. "First, I wanted to
embody both the spirit of the indi
vidual ~nd of the community and
to emphasize the interaction be
tween them. Secondly, I wanted
to symbolically show the passage
of people and of time. Eloul
explains that the immediate pur
pose is to enhance the passage of
people entering and leaving the

Gl building. He also wanted to depict
~ the passage of time. "On Toronto's
; 300th birthday, people will look to
9, what was done 150years ago, and
!!? the sculpture will still be standing

there."
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Noted art authority Paul Duval,
who conducted the competition
for the commission, attended the
ceremony. In a written introduc
tion to Eloul and his work, Duval
said that The Meeting Place
"symbolizes the spirit" of Toronto,
and "captures the city's energy".

"The shining sides of the sculp
ture's thrusting steel forms reflect
the passing scene in a myriad of
shifting shapes and colors, ever
changing in the varied light of
night and day," Duval wrote. "The
poised power of its two counter
balancing elements suggest at once
the harmony and diversity that
make up the city's cultural
complexion. "

Meeting Place, as well as being
the name of Eloul's work, is also
the original meaning of the Indian
name, Toronto, making the sculp
ture especially appropriate as
Crown's sesquicentennial gift to
the city. Bandeen explained that
"the dynamic tension created by
the meeting of the two sculptural
elements reinforces and symbol
izes the concept ofa meeting place."

In attendance at the function
were leading members of Toronto's
art community, government and
business leaders, and representa
tives ofneighboring residents, com
panies and institutions.

The ceremony was also en
livened by the presence of noted
Toronto celebrity, Seskwee
Squirrel, who has been seen fre
quently at many important Toronto
events in the past six months. 0


