In Kingston "Time"
wears an aluminum face
An object that carries its own energy within itself. A dynamo that radiates
enough curiosity, awareness and interest to stop a man in his tracks; for
him to stand in front of it; puzzle it; be
puzzled by it; meditate; be happy, or
even disgusted that they met ...
This, and more is what Kosso Eloul
hopes from anyone coming face to
face with one of his metal sculptures,
and particularly this recent work, his
largest and first major aluminum sculpture. Commissioned by the Ontario Art
Council as a tercentenary project for
the City of Kingston, Kosso's "Time" is,
(appropriately enough for Kingston,
home of Alcan Canada Products Limited's Kingston Works, largestaluminum manufacturing plant in Canada)
made from Alcan 4050 marine alloy.
Hard-tempered, and with an as-rolled
surface, the 72-inch-wide sheets of
aluminum give, as Kosso describes it,
"an absolute feeling of meta!."

Talking from his Toronto home, the
Russian-born sculptor explains: "After
seeing some examples of high-quality
aluminum that had been lying around in
yards for five years or more - and
dirtied only by mud - I knew there was
no need for a coating. Enough of a
natural oxidization will take place to
give my sculpture the visual effect that
I have had in mind from the beginning."
"Time" took a year to complete,
and, as with most of his work, projects
the relationships between two elements
- forces acting on each other.
Kosso chooses geometric shapes
for his work because of their simplicity
and universality. "Such shapes can be
read at any level of education," he says.
"Either they represent two bodies leaning on each other, or caressing, or
trying to approach each other."

By some, "T)me" is read as being
symbolic of the two Canadian cultures
- French and English - both of which
are deeply embedded in the history
and fabric of Kingston. But, more than
anything, Kosso's work projects the
feeling that metal is man-made, that it is
human.
Embury Company, of Downsview,
Ontario, fabricated Kosso's "Time",
and the Kingston firm of bridgebuilders,
J. D. Lee Co. was responsib1e for the
engineering necessary to place it in
Tercentenary Sculpture Park.

